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It's Tomato Time at the Jim Goold Farm 
All 220,000 of Them 


Something different is going on this year at the Jim Goold farm four miles northwest of 
Fairbury. 


He's growing 40 acres of tomatoes in cooperation with a program by Campbell Soup 
Company of Chicago. 


"It's the first time I've ever planted anything in the field that has its head above ground 
right away," Goold quipped to the The Blade this week. 


With a crew of nine people, he has placed 220,000 tomato plants on that 40 acre patch. 
They're putting 5,500 tomato plants to the acre 16 inches apart and in rows 66 inches 
wide. 


A special planter is doing the job. Helpers are Lois Chapman, Karen Lake, Tom Hudson, 
Mary Bagley, Margaret Karr, Mildred Skrobonak, Evelyn and Everett Ruff, and Jack 
Taylor and Goold acting as tractor operators. 


Three different varieties are planted, one a hybrid. The hybrid plant is developed in the 
United States but hand pollinated in Japan. 


The plants are started in Mississippi and Georgia and then moved to northern states for 
the mature product. 


Goold began planting last Monday, was held up a day because of rain, and then finished 
up this past Monday. The girls admit that the past week's dust storms didn't make their 
job any easier. "They're a swell bunch," Goold smiles. 


When all other area farmers were out planting corn, Goold was busy with tomatoes. He 
still had 130 acres of corn to plant. "I'm taking a little kidding from my neighbors," he 
laughs. 


Why did he turn to tomatoes when he boasts of a five-year corn average of 114 bushels 
per acre? "Everybody talks about our corn surplus," says Jim, "so I decided that the land 
might as well produce something that is needed." 


Campbell Soup guaranteed him a market last January, but the other headaches are 
Goold's. There's labor, fertilizer, planting, insecticide and fungicide spraying, 
trucking...Goold pays all the bills. 


Of course, Campbell assists by finding labor, plants, and trucks if necessary. 


Fieldmen Arden Rathbun, Pontiac, and Harold Eubank, Streator, are wrapping up all the 
loose ends since this is a new territory for their company. 


Rathbun told the Blade, "The soil here is the richest you can find anywhere, and we hope 
to get an earlier crop than you find farther north. 


Tomatoes will go directly to the Chicago processing plant from here. 
Hand picking will begin about July 25. About 25 to 30 Texas-Mexicans will be on hand 
at the Goold farm for two months to pick the crop. He is converting a machine shed into a 


dormitory for the laborers. 


"I want to fix it up nice enough so they will want to come back next year, the farmer 
stated. 


Rathbun stated that each acre of ground grosses about 4600. Most all of this money will 
be spent right here in Fairbury, Rathbun emphasizes. "The hand pickers will come in here 


with little money and they will leave about the same way," he smiles. 


This will represent an influx in payroll for the Fairbury area of about $24,000 in the two- 
month picking span. 


Everyone hears about the tomato crop as a high risk one, but this doesn't seem to disturb 
Rathbun. He's been with Campbell Soup 15 years and around tomatoes 30 years. 


There's no disease or insect problem to speak of, he notes. 


Goold will spray his crop between five and seven times, depending on the weather, with a 
fungicide and insecticide. 


He is concerned, however, from spray drifts from neighboring fields where farmers are 
using 2-4D Ester. His tomatoes can be seriously damaged from this type spray that drifts 
from three to five miles. 


Goold is hoping that close neighbors consider using 2-4D Amine, which will not drift. 


Moisture? Tomatoes grow with less rain than corn. Hail might be a problem, but there's 
insurance available for this. 


Often time frost creates the biggest headache. "Those plants toughen up rapidly," says the 
Campbell Fieldman and by all weather reports there's no frost in sight. 


Most readers will remember the June21 frost last year that damaged thousands of acres of 
corn in this area. When Goold was asked what he would do in this case, he said, "Start 
burning tires, I guess!" 


Rathbun said there were tomatoes in Saunemin last year that weren't hurt by the frost, 
whereas corn was. 


Other area tomato growers this year are Roy Peterson, Colfax, John H. Miller, Dallas, 
and Carl Wendling, all of Chenoa, Donald Hassinger, Swygert, Herbert Zimmerman, 
Pontiac, Louis Bachman and Ben Wettstein, both of Gridley. 


Almost an acre at the Goold farm will be used for experimental purposes. A research 
doctor from Campbell Soup is conducting the program. Several varieties will be planted 
and nursed along. 


Goold is using 120 pounds of phosphate and 75 pounds of nitrogen to the acre. He also 
applied 180 gallons of water to the acre when the tomatoes were planted. 


Sounds like a big business, doesn't it? 
Photo Caption: 


Tomato planters Karen Lake and Lois Chapman ride behind the tractor driven by Jack 
Taylor last week at the Jim Goold farm northwest of Fairbury. Goold put 40 acres in 
tomatoes under a program with Campbell Soup Company. About 220,000 tomato plants 
were put in the ground on the 40 acre patch. Planter, which sots about $800, is rented to 
Goold. Machine is also used for celery, strawberries, and cabbage. Picking will begin 
about July 25 and will last for 60 days, 
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